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Education

Ph.D. (German Studies) University of California, Los Angeles, 2007.  Dissertation: “The 

Politics of Epic Poetics: Ideology, Nation, and Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century German Literature.”  Committee: Andrew Hewitt (Co-chair), Christopher Wild (Co-chair), John McCumber, Kenneth Reinhard


Fellow of the Graduiertenkolleg “Die Figur des Dritten,” Universität Konstanz. April, 

2006 – December, 2007.

M.A. (German Studies) University of California, Los Angeles, 2002


Major Field: Critical Theory and Intellectual History 


Minor Field: Modern German Literature 1700-present


Discursive Competency in History


2000-2001: Humboldt Universität, Berlin.  2000 – 2001.

B.A. (History) University of Georgia, 1999.  Graduated Magna Cum Laude, with Honors 

in History.

Academic Positions
Postdoctoral Scholar, Research Group: “Recht und Literatur.”  Universität Konstanz. 

Begins: March 2009.

Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter, Lehrstuhl Albrecht Koschorke.  Universität Konstanz.  

SS 2008 – WS 2008/2009.

Wissenschaftlicher Mitarbeiter. Exzellenzcluster, “Kulturelle Grundlagen von 

Integration.”  Universität Konstanz.  January, 2008 – August, 2008.   

Awards and Grants Received

Doktorandenstipendium der deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG).  April, 2006- 

March, 2008.

Deutscher Akademischer Austausch Dienst (DAAD). January-March, 2005.

UCLA Department of Germanic Languages Fellowship. October-December, 2004.

UCLA Summer Research Mentorship Fellowship for the project “From Kant to German

Nationality: Early German Romanticism’s Translation of Kantian Philosophy into a Political Project.”  Mentor: John McCumber.  Summer 2003.

UCLA Research Mentorship Year Fellowship.  Mentor: Andrew Hewitt.  2002-2003.

Department of Germanic Languages Fellowship. 2000-2001.

Phi Beta Kappa.  1999.

Publications

“Narrative Souveränität. Wielands parodistischer Erzähler als ‘Übersetzer’ der 

Französischen National-Versammlung.”  Wieland/Übersetzungen (forthcoming 2009).

“Epic World Citizenship in Goethe’s Hermann und Dorothea.”  Goethe Yearbook 16 

(2009).

Kant and the Concept of Community, ed. Charlton Payne and Lucas Thorpe (under 

review).

“Kant’s Parergonal Politics” in Kant and the Concept of Community.

The Politics of Epic Poetics: Ideology, Nation, and Citizenship in Eighteenth-Century 
German Literature. Ann Arbor: University Microfilms, 2007.

Presentations

“The Force of Roman Legal Formalism in Hegel’s World History.” Conference: “Rome, 

Community, and State Violence, Then and Now.” Schloß Freudenthal.  July 10 – 12, 2008.  

“Narrative Souveränität.  Wielands parodistischer Erzähler als ‘Übersetzer’ der 

Französischen National-Versammlung.”  Conference: “Wieland/Übersetzungen.” Universität Erfurt.  June 26 – 28, 2008.

“Brentano’s Romanzen vom Rosenkranz and the Dangers of Poetic Community.” ASECS. 

Portland. March 2008. 

“Lukács’ Theory of the Novel Reconsidered: Enlightenment Narrative and Political 

Community.” GSA. San Diego.  October 2007.

“Wieland’s Parodic Humanism.” GSA. Pittsburgh.  September 2006.

“Literatur und Politik: Die Ambiguität der Macht, oder die Macht der Ambiguität?”  

Workshop of the Graduiertenkolleg, “Die Figur des Dritten” in Schloss Freudental, Germany.  July 2006.

“Voicing the ‘Many’: The Figuration of the Undead in Goethe’s Hermann und 

Dorothea.” ACLA. Princeton, N.J..  March 2006. 

“Klopstock’s Christian Humanism.” MLA. Washington D.C..  December 2005.

“The Laws of Epic Poetry and the Imaginary Epic Community in the Poetics of Goethe 

and Schiller.” GSA. Milwaukee.  October 2005. 

“Democracy and Action: The Rhetoric of Schiller’s Wilhelm Tell.” ASECS. Boston.  

March 2004.

“Spectatorship and Action: Politics and Kant’s Sensus Communis.”  Presented at the

WSECS. University of San Francisco.  February 2004.

“From the Theater of Identity to the Arcane Production of Nationality: Goethe’s Wilhelm

Meister.”  Presented at the Seventh Annual UC Colloquium on Early Modern Central Europe at the UCLA William Andrews Clark Memorial Library. March 2003.

“Gesturing Toward National Identity: Body Language and the 2002 Wahlkampf.”  

Presented at the Stanford University German Studies Conference: “Tropes of Unification: Community and Conflict in German Culture, 1848-Present.” February 2003.

“Student Perception and Performance: Understanding the Pedagogical Paradox in SLA.” 

Paper co-written with Claire Whitner, Austin Payne, and Jonathan Jones.  Presented at the UC Language Consortium Conference on Language Learning and Teaching at UC Irvine.  Spring 2002.

“Modernism, Masculinity, Logocentrism.”  Presented at the Modernist Studies 

Association Annual Conference at Rice University. Fall 2001.

Teaching and Research Interests

· Literature and Politics

· Age of Goethe

· The Figure of the Refugee in German Literature

· German Philosophy and Critical Theory from Kant to Habermas

· The Modern German Novel

· Aesthetic Theory

Teaching and Research Experience

Instructor: “Flüchtlingsfiguren in der deutschen Literatur II.”  Proseminar, Universität 

Konstanz. Wintersemester 2008-09.

Instructor: “Flüchtlingsfiguren in der deutschen Literatur.”  Proseminar, Universität 

Konstanz.  Sommersemester 2008.

Instructor: “‘Die verführte Unschuld’—verführte Frauenfiguren in der Tragödie, in der 

Oper, und im Roman der Goethezeit.”  Proseminar, Universität Konstanz.  Co-

taught with Eva Esslinger.  Wintersemester 2007-08.

Instructor: “Befreiungsnarrative im 19. Jahrhundert.”  Proseminar, Universität Konstanz. 

Co-taught with Eva Esslinger, Florian Sedlmeier, and Michael Taylor.  

Sommersemester 2007.

Teaching Assistant: “Figures Who Changed the World” (John McCumber). Department 

of Germanic Languages, UCLA. Winter 2006.

Teaching Assistant: “War, Politics, and the Arts” (Wolfgang Nehring). Department of 

Germanic Languages, UCLA. Spring 2005.

Teaching Assistant: “The Holocaust in Film and Literature” (Todd Presner). Department 

of Germanic Languages, UCLA. Winter 2004.

Teaching Assistant: “Hollywood and Germany” (Andrew Hewitt). Department of 

Germanic Languages, UCLA.  Fall 2003.

Instructor: German 3. Department of Germanic Languages, UCLA. Summer 2003.

Instructor: German 2. Department of Germanic Languages, UCLA. Summer 2002.

Instructor: German 1 (Fall), 2 (Winter), 3 (Spring) Department of Germanic Languages, 

UCLA. 2001-2002.

Teaching Assistant: “War” (Andrew Hewitt). Department of Germanic Languages, 

UCLA. Spring 2000.

Research Assistant for David Sabean, Department of History, UCLA.  1999-2000.

Academic Service

Co-Organizer: “Formen der In-Diskretion.” Conference of the Graduiertenkolleg, “Die 

Figur des Dritten.”  Universität Konstanz.  October 8-10, 2008.

Commentator and Panel Organizer: “Authority, Family, and Humanity: The Poetics of 

Genre in the Eighteenth Century.”  GSA. St. Paul.  October 2008.

Co-Organizer and Presenter: “Theorie des sozialen Imaginären.”  Workshop, Universität 

Konstanz.  May 15-16, 2008.

Co-Coordinator (with Anna Kornbluh): University of California Humanities Research 

Institute Seminar in Experimental & Critical Theory: “Psychoanalysis, Politics and the Event.”  August 16-27, 2004.  Convener: Ken Reinhard. Instructors: Alain Badiou, Joan Copjec, Alenka Zupancic, Slavoj Zizek.    

Organizer: UCLA Department of Germanic Languages Graduate Student 

Colloquium for Work in Progress. 2002-2006.

Graduate Student Liaison: Faculty Search for Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies, UCLA.  2001

Memberships

Modern Language Association.  2003-current.

American Society For Eighteenth-Century Studies (ASECS).  2003-current.

German Studies Association.  2003-current.

The Goethe Society of North America.  2006-current

Languages

Native English; near-native proficiency in German; reading knowledge of 

French.
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